Dwelling Apart: Blessing or Curse?

Deuteronomy 4:35
35 Unto thee it was shown, that thou mightiest know that the LORD, He is God; there is

none else beside Him. [mil’vado]

Adon Olam (hymn written by Ibn G’ virol)
And when all shallend

He still all alone [I’vado] shall reign.

He was, He is,

and He shall be in glory.

Deuteronomy 32:12 (JPS translation; 1917)

12 The LORD alone [badad] did lead him, and there was no strange god with Him.
(Several commentators interpret badad meaning Israel rather than God is alone. The
cantillation bears out this understanding.)

Numbers 22:39-41; 23:1-12

39 And Balaam went with Balak, and they came unto Kiriath-huzoth. 40 And Balak
sacrificed oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the princes that were with him. 41
And it came to pass in the morning that Balak took Balaam, and brought him up into
Bamoth-baal, and he saw from thence the utmost part of the people.

1 And Balaam said unto Balak: Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven
bullocks and seven rams.' 2 And Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and Balak and Balaam
offered on every altar a bullock and a ram. 3 And Balaam said unto Balak: 'Stand by thy
burnt-offering, and I will go; peradventure the LORD will come to meet me; and
whatsoever He showeth me I will tell thee.' And he went to a bare height. 4 And God met
Balaam; and he said unto Him: 'T have prepared the seven altars, and I have offered up a
bullock and a ram on every altar.' 5 And the LORD put a word in Balaam's mouth, and
said: 'Return unto Balak, and thus thou shalt speak.' 6 And he returned unto him, and, lo,
he stood by his burnt-offering, he, and all the princes of Moab. 7 And he took up his
parable, and said: From Aram Balak bringeth me, the king of Moab from the mountains
of the East: 'Come, curse me Jacob, and come, execrate Israel.' 8 How shall I curse,
whom God hath not cursed? And how shall I execrate, whom the LORD hath not
execrated? 9 For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him:
lo, it is a people that shall dwell alone [I’vadad], and shall not be reckoned among the
nations. 10 Who hath counted the dust of Jacob, or numbered the stock of Israel? Let me
die the death of the righteous, and let mine end be like his! 11 And Balak said unto
Balaam: 'What hast thou done unto me? I took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold,
thou hast blessed them altogether.' 12 And he answered and said: ‘Must I not take heed to
speak that which the LORD putteth in my mouth?'

Midrash Tanchuma (also cited by Rashi, in situ)



