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Matt Mercurio

This is reflected in the Hebrew word for “count”, pakod, which also means “remember”’
and “be concerned with.”

(Nachmanides, reflecting on Parshah Bemidbar) .
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When the King conceived ordaining he engraved engravings in the luster on high. A
blinding spark flashed within the Concealed of the Concealed from the mystery of the
Eyn Sof, a cluster of vapor in formlessness, set in a ring, not white, not black, not red, not
green, no color at all. When a band spanned, it yielded radiant colors. Deep within the
spark gushed a flow imbuing colors below, concealed within the concealed of the



mystery of the Eyn Sof. The flow broke through and did not break through its aura. It
was not known at all until, under the impact of breaking through, one high and hidden
point shone. Beyond that point, nothing is known. So it is called Beginning, the first
command of all. “The enlightened shall shine like the Radiance of the sky, and those
who make the masses righteous will shine like the stars forever and ever.” Radiance,
- concealed of the concealed, struck its aura. The aura touched and did not touch this.
point. Then this Beginning emanated and made itself a palace for its glory and its praise.
There it sowed the seed of holiness to give birth for the benefit of the universe. The
secret is: “Her stock is a holy seed.” ‘
Radiance, sowing a seed of glory like the seed of fine purple silk. The silkworm wraps
itself within and makes itself a palace. This palace is its praise and a benefit to all.

With the Beginning the Concealed One who is not known created the palace. The palace
1s called Elohim. ‘
The secret is: “With Beginning, created Elohim.”

(The Zohar, Parshah Bereshit 1:1)

As long as the ark stood in its place in the Holy of Holies, it had no need for coverings.
But when the time came for it to journey on, G-d commanded that it be "swallowed up"
by its three-fold vestment. The same applies to the soul. A "spark of G-dliness," the soul
is perfect and complete unto itself. But to Journey on--to advance further in the infinite
Journey toward union with its Infinite Source--it must undergo on a "descent for the sake
of ascent." It must be subjected to the three-fold concealment of human nature,
physicality and worldliness, to discover, in the lowliest reaches of creation, the key for
even greater connection with G-d.

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe)

Azriel Ben Menachem may have been the first to define G-d by emphasizing G-d as the
negation of any and all attributes.




