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25 While Israel was staying at Shittim, the
peoples-profaned themselves by whoring-#with
the Moabite women, 2who invited the people
to the sacrifices for their god. The people par- -
took of them and worshiped that god. 3Thus Is-
rael attached itself to Baal-peor, and the Lorp .
was incensed with Israel. 4The Lorp said to Mo- -
ses, “Take all the ringleaders® and have them
publiclye mpaled before the Lorp, so that the
Lorp’s wrath may turn away from Israel.” 5So
Moses said to Israel’s officials, “Each of you slay
those of his men who attached themselves to
Baal-peor.”
§Just then one of the Israelites came and-
' brought a Midianite woman over to his com-
panions, in the sight of Moses and of ‘the
whole Istaelite community who were weeping
at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. 7When
" Phinehas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest,
saw this, he left the assembly and, taking a spear
4n his hand, the followed the Israelite into the -
chamber and stabbed both of them;, the Israel-
ite and the woman, through the belly. Then
the plague against the Israelites was checked.
9Those who died of the plague numbered -
twenty-four thousand.
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10The ~ Lorp spoke to Moses, saymg,
11°Phinehias, son of Eleazar son of Aaron the
priest, has turned back My wrath from the Is-
raelites by displaying among them his passion '
for Me, so that I did not wipe out the Israelite
people in My passion. 125ay, therefore, ‘I grant -
him My pact of friendship. 131t shall be for him
and his descendants after him a pact of priest-
hood for all time, because he took impassioned
action for his God, thus makmg exp1at10n for
the Israelites.’”
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uThe name of the Israelite who was Idlled,
je one who was killed with the Midianite
oman, was Zimri son of Salu, chmftam ofa
gneonite ancestral house. 15The name of the

jidianite woman who was killed was Cozbi
fmughter of Zur; he was the tribal head of an
geestral house in Midian.

6The LorD spoke to Moses, saying, 17° Assaxl
je Midianites and defeat them—18for they as-
dled you by the trickery they practlced against
ou—because of the affair of Peor and because
#the affair of their kinswoman Cozb1, daughter
3ifthe Midianite chieftain, who was killed at the
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TorRAH GENESIS . 49.14  va-vEHI

SSimeon and Levi are a pair;
Their weapons are tools of lawlessness.

6Let not my person be included in their

council,

Let not my being be counted in their assem-

bly. . .
For when angry they slay men,
And when pleased they maim oxen.
7Cursed be their anger so flerce,
And their wrath so relentless.
" 1 will divide them in Jacob,
Scatter them in Israel.

as it is stated, “And
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TORAH‘GENESI‘S 30.6 VA-YETSE

"31The Lorp saw that Leah was unlove& and
he opened her womb; but Rachel ‘was barren.
32Leah conceived and bore a son, and named
him Reuben;e for she declared, “It means: ‘The
Lorp has seend my affliction’; it also means:
‘Now my husband will love me.””e 33She con-
ceived again and bore a son, and declared, “This
is because the Lorp heard/f that I was unloved
and has given me this one also”; so she named
him Simeon. 34Again she conceived and bore
ason and declared, “This time my husband will
become attacheds to me, for I have borne him

threesons.” Therefore he was named Levi.33She -
conceived again and bore a son, and declared,

“This ‘time 1 will praise# the Lorp.” There-
- fore she named him Judah. Then she stopped

bearing.
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Chukat/Balak @ the DC Beit Midrash

Tuesday, July 8, 2003; Yom Shlishi, 8 Tamuz 5763

Welcome to the DC Beit Midrash!

The Chumash (Five Books of Moses) is divided into 54 portions, which Jews read sequentially each week in services. On a
regular evening, a member of our community will lead us in a text-study of this portion, or parsha. The voices of both past and
contemporary interpreters will inform our discussion. Every week, a sheet summarizing the Torah portion of the -week and the

" other sources the teacher will use will be provided to aid you in your study.

This Week’s Parsha (Torah Portion):
Chukat/Balak, Bemidbar (Numbers), Chapter 19:Verse 1 to Chapter 25:Verse 9

Chukat starts off with the laws for the “Parah Adumah,” red heifer, a special purification ceremony that was performed for
those who had touched, or been under the same roof as, a dead body. The narrative of the Israelite journey through-the desert
then continues. Miriam, Moshe's sister dies. After her death, the well of water that had miraculously accompanied the Israelites
ceases to flow. God instructs Moshe and Aharon to speak to a specific rock, following which enough water would flow to satisfy
the people. Instead, Moshe strikes the rock. As a punishment, God told Moshe and Aharon that they wouldn't be allowed to enter
Israel. As the 40 years in the desert begin drawing to a close, Aharon too dies. The Israelites complain about the lack of food and
water and are, consequently, punished by the deadly bite of fiery serpents. Moshe sets a serpent of brass on a pole; whoever looks
at it is healed. Finally, they wage a successful war against two local kings. The Israelites then take up camp on the border of Moav
{Jordan), facing Jericho. , - :

Balak tells the story of Bilaam, a prophet who is hired to curse the Israelites by Balak, the Moabite king. Having heard the
tales of their other battles, Balak perceives Israel as a threat. God makes it clear to Bilaam that he is not to curse Israel, whom God
has blessed. God permits Bilaam to go, but only with the knowledge that Bilaam will have no control over the words that will come
out of his own mouth. On his way to curse Israel, Bilaam gets into an argument with his donkey who refuses to move. Finally
Bilaam reaches his destination and opens his mouth to curse Israel. But instead of curses, words of blessing are spoken. This
blessing (Ma Tovu) is now part of the daily morning service. At the end of the parsha, the Israelites get in trouble by consorting

with foreign women and worshipping-a foreign deity.
{adapted from http:/www.virtualtorah.com/learning/advanced/parsha/chukas htm and http:/www.kolel.org/pages/parasha/bemidbar_summary.html)

| ' This Week’s Source

- Rashi (Rabbi Shlomo ben Isaac) (1040-1105)

This French sage is regarded as medieval Judaism's greatest teacher. Since his death almost nine hundred years ago, Jews who
study either the Torah or the Talmud invariably do so with the help of his commentary. The last years of his life were marred by the
anti-Semitic Crusades that swept over France and Germany starting in 1096. In his Torah commentary, Rashi explains terms both on
" the basis of pshat (literal meaning) and drash (homiletical or sermonic meaning). He also makes use of words in his vernacular, Old
French, for clarification. Rashi’s Torah commentary achieved such wide acceptance that it became mandatory for Jews to review the
weekly Torah portion with his commentary. In 1475, Rashi's commentary became the first book printed in Hebrew even before the
Torah itself was. , o ,
‘ (Excerpted from Harvey J. Fields, 4 Torah Commentary for Our Times, and Telushkin, Jewish Literacy, p 180-183.)

Thjs;Week’s Teacher

Jeremy Kadden ‘ | Jeremykadden@hotmail.com
Jeremy Kadden is a Research Assistant at the American Enterprise Institute. He'd like to dedicate this class to his wonderful
brothers. ; : ‘ ‘ :

Wanna teach, think abour teaching, or suggest a teacher? jesse.grauman@aya.yale.edu.
S " Wanna sponsor food? raviump@yahoo.com
Questions, feedback, wanna join our email list? Anything else? Email DCBeitMidrash@hotmail.com

WWW.DCBEITMIDRASH.ORG



