Jeremy Kadden
2 Av576% 4
Parashat Devarim
Moshe: Caught Between Two Worlds

Who is Responsible for Sending the Spies?
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1) Rashi Numbers 13:2

“Send for yourselves.” For your own knowledge. I am not commanding you. If you want, then
send them. Because Israel came and said “Let us send men before us” (Deuteronomy 1:22), as it
says “And ye came near unto me every one of you, etc.”

2) I.H. Hertz: The Pentateuch and Haftorahs (Deuteronomy 1:22) _
By combining what is related here with Numbers 13, we get a full understanding of the incident.
The plan originated with the people; it commended itself to Moses; and was sanction by God.
Moses does not here repeat all the details, because a reminder of all those details is not required
for his address of admonition; whereas the historical account in Numbers could well dispense
with narrating the circumstance that it was the Israelites who had demanded the sending of the
Spies. “It is evident that a circumstance may be passed over in silence by the historian, which
nevertheless the orator selects as lending emphasis to his oration” (Hoffmann). It was important
to remind them that the sending of the spies, which led immediately to their rebellion, was their
own suggestion (Sifri). '

3) Everett Fox: The Five Books of Moses (Deuteronomy 1:22)
In Numbers 13, the incentive for sending the spies comes from God. Here is yet another
indication of the more human-oriented viewpoint of Deuteronomy.

4) Jeffrey H. Tigay: JPS Commentary on Deuteronomy, Excursus 2 (Page 424)

Critical theory views the differences between Deuteronomy and Numbers as discrepancies
between sources; Deuteronomy either follows variant traditions about the episode, or knew at
least some of the traditions on which Numbers is based but modified them for ideological
reasons--such as making clear that the scouts’ mission, which reflected lack of faith in God and
has disastrous consequences, was the people’s initiative, not God’s.




Why is Moshe Punished?
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5) The Translation of Onkelos Deutoronomy 1:37
Even upon me the Lord was angry from before for your sakes, saying: Thou also shalt not go in
thither,
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6) Nachmanides, Deuteronomy 1:37
“Even upon me the Lord was angry”: He says that your sin of the spies kept you from the good

Land, and you continued to sin at another time, until you prevented me as well from passing
[into the Land of Isracl]. He wanted to mention together the punishment of all those who were
prevented from passing into the Land, because it was all due to their sins.
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7) Kli Yaqgar, Deuteronomy 1:37
“Even upon me the Lord was angry”: [Moshe was punished] because he did not bring about
belief, as it is said (Numbers 20:12) “becuase you did not cause belief.” It didn’t say that it was
because “you did not believe,” but rather because “you did not cause belief,” which is causative,
that you didn’t cause Israel to be strengthened in their faith...
Just as the spies will not come there because they did not believe in God, so too, you won’t come
there for the same reason, as it is said “because you didn’t caunse belief in me” - the sin of the
many is upon he who causes the many to sin.

8) Jeffrey H. Tigay: JPS Commentary on Deuteronomy, Excursus 2 (Page 425)

Abravanel recognizes that Deuteronomy connects Moses® punishment with the incident of the
scouts; he holds that Moses was implicated because he modified the scouts’ orders and thereby
brought about the report that undermined the people’s faith.
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9) Numbers 20:12

And God spoke to Moses and Aaron: Because you didn’t believe in me to sanctify me in the eyes
of the Children of Israel; therefore you will not bring this congregation into the land that T have
given them.




