FOUR MODES OF RELATION BETWEEN MAN AND GOD
I. GOD AS CONTRACTUALLY INDEBTED TOWARDS ISRAEL
A. DEUTERONOMY 7:12-7:15

12. Wherefore shall it come to pass, if ye hearken to these judgments, and keep, and do them,
that the Lord thy God shall keep unto thee the covenant and the mercy which he sware unto thy
father; 13. And he shall love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee: he will also bless the fruit
of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn and thy wine, and thine oil, the increase of thy
kine, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee. 14.
Thou shalt be blessed above all peoples: there shall not be male or female barren among you, or
among your cattle; 15. And the lord will take away from thee all sickness, and will put none of
the evil diseases of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon thee but will lay them upon all them that
hate thee.

B. DEUTERONOMY 8:18-8:20

18. But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth,
that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day; 19. And it
shall be, if thou do at all forget the Lord thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve them, and
worship them, I testify against you this day that ye shall surely perish; 20. As the nations which
the Lord destroyeth before your face, so ye shall perish; because ye would not be obedient unto
the voice of the Lord your God.

C. DEUTERONOMY 9:5-9:6

5. Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou go to possess their
land: but for the wickedness of these nations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from before
thee, and that he may perform the word which the Lord sware unto thy fathers Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob; 6. Understand therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land to
possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiff-necked people

II. GOD AS DOMINEERING PARENT
A. DEUTERONOMY 8:2 - 8:5

2. And thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the
wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou
wouldest keep his commandments, or no.; 3. And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger,
and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might
make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of
the mouth of the Lord doth man live; 4. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy
foot swell, these forty years; 5. Thou shalt also consider in thine heart, that, as a man
chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chasteneth thee.
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B. DEUTERONOMY 1:31 “The Lord thy God bore you as a man bears his son.”

COMPARE: “When are you His children ? When you obey him.” Abba Ben Kahana. Tanhuma,
Ekev.

CONTRAST: “When a father complains that his son has taken to the evil path, what should he
do ? Love him more than ever.” Proverb ascribed to the Baal Shem Tov

III. GOD AS ALTRUISTIC FACILITATOR/MODEL FOR ISRAEL’S SELF-
ACTUALIZATION

A. DEUTERONOMY 10:12 - 10:19

12. And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to
walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with
all thy soul; 13. To keep the commandments of the Lord, and his statutes, which I command thee
this day for thy good ?; 14. Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the Lord’s thy God,
the earth also, with all that therein is.; 15. Only the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love
them, and he chose their seed after them, even you above all people as it is this day; 16.
Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked; 17. For the Lord
your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which
regardeth not persons, not taketh reward; 18 He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and
widow, and loveth the stranger, in giving him food and raiment; 19. Love ye therefore the
stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.

COMPARE: MICAH 6:6-6:8

6. Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God ? Shall T come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old ?; 7. Will the Lord be pleased with
thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil ? Shall T give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul ?; 8. He hath shewed thee, O man, what
is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do Justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God.

ISAIAH 1:11-1:18

11. To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me ? Saith the Lord: I am full of the
burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of
lambs, or of he goats; 12. When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your
hand, to tread my courts ? ; 13. Bring no more vain oblations; incense of abomination they are
unto me; new moons and sabbaths proclaim no more to be holy convocations; I cannot bear
iniquity and solemn meeting; 14. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth:
they are a trouble unto me; I am weary to hear them; 15. And when ye spread forth your hands, I
will hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are
full of blood; 16. Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine
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eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek judgment, relive the oppressed, judge the fatherless,
plead for the widow; 18, Come now, let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

IV. RECIPROCITY, INTER-DEPENDENCE AND DIALOGUE

A. HENRI BERGSON: “The mystics unanimously bear witness that God needs us.”
“Religion...regards God, above all, as a being who can hold communication with us: now this is
just what the God of Aristotle...is incapable of doing.” Two Sources of Morality and Religion,
pages 230, 243.

B. HANANIA “God redeemed Himself, as it were, when He redeemed Israel.” Talmud
Yerushalmi, Sukka 4.3

C. THE ZOHAR

“The power above is set in motion by the impulse from below, even as vapor ascends to form the
cloud. If the community of Israel did not first give the impulse, the One above would not move
to meet her, for yearning below makes completion above.” Gen. 35a

D. ABRAHAM JOSHUA HESCHEL

“The bible speaks not only of man’s search for God but also of God's search for man. “Thou dost
hunt me like a lion’, exclaimed Job (10:16)...This is the mysterious paradox of Biblical faith:
God is pursuing man. It is as if God were unwilling to be alone, and he had chose man to serve
him. Our seeking him is not only man’s but also His concern, and must not be considered an
exclusively human affair. His will is involved in our yearnings. All of Human history as
described in the bible may be summarized in one phrase. God is in search of man...When Adam
and Eve hid from his presence, the Lord called: “Where art thou ? It is a call that goes out again
and again. It is a still small echo of a still small voice, not uttered in words, not conveyed in
categories of the mind, but ineffable and mysterious, as ineffable and mysterious as the glory that
fills the whole world. It is wrapped in silence, concealed and subdued, yet it is as if all things
were the frozen echo of the question ‘Where art thou ?’. God in Search of Man, pages 136-37.

E. MARTIN BUBER

“The world is twofold for man in accordance with his twofold attitude. The attitude of man is
twofold in accordance with the two basic words he can speak. The basic words are not single
words but word pairs. One basic word is the word pair I-You. The other basic word is the word
pair I-1t.” I and Thou

F. HAROLD KUSHNER

“It is Buber’s contention that we all want I-Thou relationships...but we don’t know how to
achieve it...His answer is a theologica! one. God relates to each of us in a I-Thou fashion. God




never uses us to meet His needs. He is always aware of our needs and feelings. And by the same
token, our relationship with God, if we get it right, will always be an I-Thou relationship. False
religion may try to teach us to use God, to push His buttons so that He will give us what we want,
to bribe him by pious actions and flattering words. But such religion only makes God into an
object, a God who exists so that we can use him. True religion...teaches us to meet God, not to
manipulate him.” Who Needs God, page 98.
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Mmin Buber | YR o - (1878-1965)
o jew:sh theolognan and phitosopher, barn in V‘emxa He smd!eé pl*u!,osopiw Bt mea. Bcrim. and Zﬁnch then became attracted to
©" Hasidism, founding and editing a monthly jmrmai Berjude {1916~24). He taught cmmme reéligion at Frankfurt (1923-33), and
" directed a Jewish adult education programme until 1938, when he fled to Palestine to escape the Nazis. He became professor of
" social philosophy at jerusaiem, where he wrote ‘on social and-ethical problems, He is best known for his religious philosophy,
. expounded ‘most famously in Ich’ und Du (1923, I and Thou), coutmstiag»persomi re%onshtps of mutuahty and reaproaty with

ke utzhtanan or objective relatlonshtps.
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L Rabbi Abtaham Joshua Heschel - : - ) _ (1907-1972)
< Heschel was a European-born’ scholar. and phztosopher He recewed & ciassiﬂl jemsh educanon, and a doctorate from the -
. Hochschule fiser die Wissenschaft des Judentums iy Berlin, He later'succeeded philosopher Mastin Buber in Frankfort on the Main. With -
.- the rise of the Nazis, Heschel was deported to Poland and eventually thade his-way to-the United States by way of England. In the
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this quest, Heschel recognized the limited value of the tools of the phil While gson may help structure his inquiry, it is
limited in'its ability to quantify the-aspect of divinity that is infinite and unquattifish ol's work fits into two categories. He .
“ - did traditional scholarly study and interpretation. of classic Jewish texts. Additio -saught to offer an authentic theology
- based on traditional sources. that could be ‘applied to: the questions and dtaﬁesgasrfmns the moder Jew. His approach to the
" challenges of modernity was composed not only. of the thetaric of philosophy, but was also brought to actlon through his'
L mvotvelmnt in the’ civil rights movement and other areas 0f mal actmsm -
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RabbiMatold Rughner - o oo e T e
Rabbi Harold Kushner is Rabbi Laureate of Temiple Israet in Natick, Massachusetts. He is a.native of Brooklym; New.Yorkand. & - -

. graduate of Columbia University. He is the author of several best-selling books, incliding When Bad Things Heppen to-Cooe People,
published in 1981 and translated into 12 languages. Rabbi Kushner is internationat recognited for his writings and the comfort”

and guidance which they provide. He holds six ‘honorary degrees and has received ‘

_ i ei merous distinguishing awards, including the
Christopher Medal and The Yitzhak Rabin Award. In 1995, he was honored as one of |50 people who have made the world a better
place in the past 50 years. : o C . : Lo v R
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The Zohar | - St o (e 1200)
The Zohar ("Radiance") is the greatest classic of Jewish mysticism. i is a mystical com ientary on the Torah, written it Aramaic and -
Hebrew; it contains a Kabbalistic theosophy, treating of the nature of God, the cos ogony and cosmology of the universe, the -

soul, sin, redemption, good and-evil, etc. I o
- - = L e wikipedia.orghikiZohas)

Henri Bergson N R e o S (1859-1941)
French philosopher who was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1927 Bergsen argued that the intuitiofi is. deeper thanthe
intellect. His Creative Evolution (1907) and Matter and Memory (1896) atterpted to integrate the findings of biclogical science with a
theory of consciousness. Bergson's work was considered the main chaﬂeng"e to theFtﬁaﬂi@ﬁc view of nature. He'is sometimes o
daimed to have anticipated features of relativity theory and modern scientific theories of the mind: S T
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This Week’s Teacher = e AT
Tamir Damari - o o o o Tamir707@aol.com
Tamir Damari graduated from Yeshivah of Flatbush High School,Bmghame University (B.A., Philosophyj and =
The George Washington University (J.D.) He works a5 a comnmercial litigatop in Washington, D.C. .~ o

: | This Week’s Food Sponsor |~
Yvonne Shasoua 3 - R
In honor of Rabbi Ethan S¢idal of Tifereth Tsracl Congtegation

o Th'i.s'Week’-_s Drinks Sponsor :

Norman Gaines L
T Thi__s W’cék’s“Schlieppefé“}

Ethan Merlin and Tamar Rabinowitz - SR
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