REBUKE: HOCHEI-ACH TOCHI-ACH
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Leviticus 19:17 -
You shall not hate your brother in your heart; you shall surely. rebuke your neighbor, and not
bear sin because of him.
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1. WHY DO YOU HAVE TO REBUKE?

Ibn Ezra on this verse
“You shall not bear his sin” — because the punishment will be on you for his sin.

Talmud: Arachin 16b

How do we know that if a man sees something unseemly in his neighbor, he is obliged to reproof
him? Because it is said, Hochei-ach. If he rebuked him and he did not accept it, where do we
know that he must rebuke him again? The text states, Tochi-ach.

It was taught: R. Tarfon said, I wonder whether there is anyone in this generation who accepts
reproof, for if one says to him “remove the mote from between your eyes,” he would answer,
“remove the beam from between your eyes!” R. Eleazar B. Azariah said, “I wonder if there is
one in this generation who knows how to reprove?”

R. Judah, son of Rabbi Simeon B. Pazzi asked of R. Simeon B. Pazzi, “what is preferable,
reproof with honest purpose or false humility? He answered, “Won’t you agree that true
humility is better for Rav said, humility is the greatest of them all”



2. WHAT MAKES REBUKE DIFFICULT?

Tosefot on Arakin 16b
He makes himself humble and he does not wish to rebuke. This humility is not for the sake of
heaven, but, rather his sole intent is that he will not be hated by the one he would have rebuked.

2 M1 noon
13 1MYY RN RN M YA R DN K210 YYD MYSR Xp M RTT ATM22w2a NnT M2 1NN
21D A 00N NN° (TP DY9NN) 2'NOT DN NYT KA INNMT X112 Y a1t T oM
MY DV D°RLN ANYT 11" DX Ty DY XIPT PO 02 Y9 Tyl 2'ND DRLN D'RLIN
‘N2IWN 1NTM INMDY AN XVA DIPK TIV DY NN 1TTYTINMOY "N "Ya XOK DX

Talmud: Brachot 10a

There were once some highway men in the neighborhood of R. Meir who caused him a great
deal of trouble. R. Meir accordingly prayed that they should die. His wife, Bruriah said to him,
“How do you make out that such a prayer should be permitted? Is it written ‘Let the sinners
[chot’im] cease!?’ Rather, it is written, ‘Let the sins [chatta‘im] cease!” (Psalms 104:35). Since
the sins will cease there will be no more wicked men. Rather, pray for them that they should
repent and there will be no more wicked.” He did pray for them and they repented.

(Bruriah quotes from Psalms 104:35
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Let sinners cease out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless the LORD, O my soul.
Hallelujah.)

3. WHEN SHOULD YOU GIVE UP?
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Talmud: Baba Metziah 31a

One of the rabbis said to Rabba, “You should not hate your brother in your heart, you shall
surely rebuke your neighbor.” Perhaps hochei-ach means once and tochi-ach means twice? He
replied, “Hochei-ach implies even a hundred times as for Tochi-ach, I know only that the master
must rebuke the disciple and where do we know that the disciple must rebuke his master, from
the phrase Hochei-ach Tochi-ach, implying under all circumstances.




