Beit Midrash
Parshat Matot-Masei 5764
“Counting the Torah”

13 July 2004 (24 Tammuz 5764)

Shalom Flank

The sum total of verse for the book of Bamidbar is 1288. The mnemonic is “I will
sprout.” And its midpoint is “the man whom I choose, his staff will sprout.” And its
parshas are ten. The mnemonic is “ha-Shem alone did lead them.” And its sidras are 32.
The mnemonic is “a pure heart, create for me, God.” And its chapters are 36. The
mnemonic is “if (only) they were wise, they would contemplate this.” The count of open
sections is 92 and of closed sections is 66, the sum total being 158 sections. The
mnemonic is “I am your portion and your inheritance.”
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Numbers 17:20 — “Now it shall be: the man whom I choose, his staff will sprout; thus will I still
from upon me the grumblings of the Children of israel that they set-grumbling against you

(both).”

pawy WO winen “ETYR PR TRy
Apy T TR w1
qry  Peroy iR v i
oy T R TR P
Ean—"Tac S a7 i = I N

Deut. 32:10-12: “He found him in a wilderness land, in a waste, a howling desert. He surrounded
him, he paid-himregard, he guarded him like the pupil of his eye; like an eagle protecting its next,
over its young-birds hovering, he spread out his wings, he book him, bearing him on his pinions.
Ha-Shem alone did lead them, not with him any foreign god!”
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Be gracious to me, God, according to Your kindness; according to the abundance of Your
mercies blot out my transgressions.
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Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and from my sin cleanse me.
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For of my transgressions I am cognizant and my sin is before me always.
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Against You alone, have I sinned, and [only] that which is evile in Your eyes have I
done, that You maybe justified when You speak, and just in Your verdict.
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Behold, in iniquity I was formed, and in sin did my mother conceive me.
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Behold, You desire trust with inner conviction, and in my innermost heart, have You
shown me wisdom.
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Purge me with hyssops, and I will be pure; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
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Make me hear gladness and rejoining, so that the bones You have crushed will rejoice.
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Hide Your face from my sins, and all my iniquities blot out.
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A pure heart create for me, God; and a spirit of correctness renew within me.
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Cast me not away from Your Presence, and Your Holy Spirit take not from me.
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Restore to me the joy of Your deliverance, and with a generous spirit, support me.
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Deut. 32:26-29: “I would have said: I will cleave-them-in-pieces, I will make their memory cease from
mortals, ~ except that I feared the vesation from the enemy, lest their foes misconstrue, lest they say: Our
hand is raised-high, not ha-Shem wrought all this! For a nation straying from counsel are they, in them
there is no understanding. If (only) they were wise, they would contemplate this, they would understand
their future!”
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Numbers 18:19-20: “All the contributions of the holy-things that the Children of Israel set-aside for ha-
Shem I give to you and to your sons and to your daughters along with you, as an allotment for the ages: it is
a ‘covenant of salt’ for the ages, before the presence of ha-Shem, for you and for your seed after you. And

ha-Shem said to Aharon: In their land you are not to receive-inheritance, no portion-of-land shall be yours
in their midst: I am you portion and your inheritance in the midst of the Children of Israel.”
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