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Introduction
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1. If the New Moon of Adar (closer to Nissan) falls on Shabbat, we read the section of Sheqalim, which is
from “when you take a census” until “and make a copper laver”... 5. If the New Moon (closer to Nissan)
falls during the week - and even on Friday - we read the section of Sheqalim on the previous Shabbat.
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Exodus 30:11-16 (JPS 1988)

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 12. When you take a census of the Israelite people according to their
enrollment, each shall pay the LORD a ransom for himself on being enrolled, that no plague may come upon them
through their being enrolled. 13. This is what everyone who is entered in the records shall pay: a half-sheqel by the
sanctuary weight - twenty gerahs to the sheqel - a half-sheqel as an offering to the LORD. 14. Everyone who is
entered in the records, from the age of twenty years up, shall give the LORD’s offering. 15. The rich shall not pay
more and the poor shall not pay less than half a sheqel when giving the LORD’s offering as expiation for your
persons. 16. You shall take the expiation money from the Israelites and assign it to the service of the Tent of
Meeting; it shall serve the Israclites as a reminder before the LORD, as expiation for your persons.

What was it used for?
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Tractate Sheqalim: Chapter 4
Mishnah One: What would they do with the contributions? They would purchase the daily offerings, the
additional offerings and all their libations. The Omer and the two breads and the shewbreads and all the
public offerings. The seventh-year watchers would get their salaries from the contributions...
Mishnah Two: The cow, the goat that is sent and the silk cloth come from the contributions....

Why was it done this way?

Sefer Hahinuch: 105

...Among the reasons for this commandment: That the Holy One, Blessed be He, wanted - for the good of
all Israel and for their merit - that everyone’s hand would be equal in the sacrifices that were brought
before Him regularly each year, and that everyone - poor and rich alike - should be equal in this one
commandment, that everyone should be remembered together (for their unity).



Basic Collection Procedures:
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Tractate Sheqalim, Chapter One

Mishnah One: On the first of Adar, they would publicize about the Sheqalim and the forbidden mixtures.
On the fifteenth, they would read the Megillah in the (walled) cities; they would fix the paths and roads
and the cisterns and do all the communal tasks; they would outline the graves and go out to remove all the
forbidden mixtures.

Mishnah Two: On the fifteenth of (Adar) tables were placed in the city. On the twenty-fifth, they sat in
the Miqdash. From the time that they sat in the Miqdash, they began to (seize payment). From whom
would they seize? Levites, Israelites, strangers, servants, but not women, slaves and children; any child
whose father had begun to pay for him cannot thereafter receive reprieves. They would not seize from
Priests for the sake of peace.

Is it Just?
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Moses Maimonides: Mishneh Torah, Laws of Sheqalim, Chapter One.

It is a positive commandment from the Torah for each Israelite man to give a half-sheqel each year - even a poor
person who receives charity is obligated, and he should ask others or sell his cover (clothing) off his shoulders and
give the half-sheqel, as it says (Exodus, 30:15) “and the poor shall not pay less, etc.” And he may not pay in many
installments, but in one payment.

Currency Exchange
Sefer Hahinuch: 105
...And the Rabbis stated further that anyone who couldn’t give exactly one half-sheqel, which was the
coin at that time, would give a little extra beyond his half-sheqel. That extra was called Qalbon, and was
the compensation for the moneychanger who would change the half-sheqels. And therefore, if two
brought a single sheqel between them, they were obligated to pay a Qalbon; if they wanted to change it
they had to give a Qalbon to the moneychanger...

Sound Familiar?

The Gospel According to Mark 11:15-17 (NRSV)

15. Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the Temple and began to drive out those who were
selling and those who were buying in the Temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and
the seats of those who sold doves; 16. And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the
temple. 17. He was teaching and saying, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer
for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.”



