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Chapter 27

12. The Lord said to Moses, "Go up to this mount Abarim and ook at
the land that | have given to the children of Israel. 13. And when you have seen it, you too will be gathered to your people, just as
Aaron your brother was gathered. 14. Because you disobeyed My command in the desert of Zin when the congregation quarreled,
[when you were] to sanctify Me through the water before their eyes; these were the waters of dispute at Kadesh, in the desert of
Zin. 15. Moses spoke to the Lord, saying: 16. "Let the Lord, the God of spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over the congregation,
17. who will go forth before them and come before them, who will lead them out and bring them:in, so that the congregation of the
Lord will not be like sheep without a shepherd.” 18. The Lord said to Moses, "Take for yourself Joshua the son of Nun, a-man of
spirit, and you shall lay your hand upon him. 19. And you shall present him before Eleazar the kohen and before the entire
congregation, and you shall command him in their presence. 20. You shall bestow some of your majesty upon him so that ail the
congregation of the children of Israel will take heed. 21. He shalt stand before Eleazar the kohen and seek [counsel from} him
through the judgment of the Urim before the Lord. By his word they shall go, and by his word they shall. come; he and all Israel
with him, and the entire congregation." 22. Moses did as the Lord had commanded him, and he took Joshua and presented him
before Eleazar the kohen and before the entire congregation. 23. He laid his hands upon him and commanded him, in accordance
with what the Lord had spoken to Moses.
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Verse 15: Moshe spoke to Ad-noy, etc.

To 'make the virtue of the righteous known--- when they pass from the world, they ignore
their own needs, 74 and concern themselves with the needs of the community. 7
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Let Ad-noy ... appoint.

When Moshe heard the Omnipresent say to him, 'give Tzelofchad's inheritance to his
daughters,’ he said, 'The time has come for me to ask for a personal request--- that my sons
may inherit my position of leadership.' The Holy One, Blessed is He said to him, "That is
not My intention. Yehoshua is worthy of being rewarded for his service, as he never

movediz from the tent. ;79 This is [the meaning of] Shlomo's statement, "he who keeps
: e 1 R ey
watch over the Tig tree shall eat its fruit.” 150 1)
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G-d of the spirits. ' | @

Why was this said?1s2 He said before Him: "Master of the universe, Fhe thought of every
individual is known before you, each dissimilar to the ot_her’s. Appp’mt a le'a'lder over them
who will exercise forbearance with each of them according to his intellect." 183
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Verse 17: Who will go forth before them. C
v =

Unlike the approach of the gentile kings, who stay at horpe .'fmd dispatch thelr" armies tﬁ war.
Rather, as I did, when I battled Sichon and Og, as it is ;ald, 'do n_ot fear. hln"l, 184 and the
way Yehoshua acted, as it is said, "Yehoshua went to him and said to him, 'are y01'1' oug,
etc.' "1ss Similarly, with David, it says, "for he goes forth and comes before them."1s6 He

goes forth at their head, and enters at their head.s7 | ; .
Who will lead them out.
- With his merit.

And bring them in.

With his merit.1ss Another interpretation of "and bring them in": That You will not treat him
the way You treat me--- for I will not bring them into the land. 1
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Yourself.

Someone scrutinized by you,191 192 one whom you recogmze.

In whom there is spirit.

. s
As you requested, 193 capable of accommodating everyone's spirit.
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Verse 18: Take to yourself.
Take him with words of persuasionis ---you are fortunate to merit leading the children of
the Omnipresent. ' @
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Verse 19: And command him.
- . | | ic/
Conqemmg the Bnei Yisroel. Know that they are tedious and recalcitrant ---[your C
appointment is] on condition that you accept this.iss
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Verse 22: He took Yehoshua. I

He persﬁaded him, verbally, informing him of the reward for the leaders of Klal Yisroeln:
m the World to Come.zv4 :
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And lay your hand on him.

Proyide a public announcer for him in order that he might preach during your lifetime, 94 so
that it should not be said of him that he was unable to lift his head in Moshe's day.
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So that the entire community of Bnei Yisroel will hear.

They will treat him with reverence and awe, the way they treat you. s -
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Verse 20: Bestow some of your radiance on him.
This refers to radiance of the facial skin.19%
Some of your radiance.

But not all your radiance. Hence we learn that the face of Moshe was like the sun, the face
of Yehoshua like the moon: 97
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Verse 21: He shall stand before Elozor the kohein.

Here 1s [the reply to] youris requestzoo--- this glory will not be removed from your father's
house, as Y¢hq;hua, too, will depend on the affirmation of Elozor.201

When he needs to go to war. -
By his word.
[the word] of Elozor.

- And the entire community.

The Sanhedrin.2o2
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Verse 23: He laid his hands.
Generously, over and above what he had been commanded. For the Holy One, Blessed is

He, said to him, "lay your hand," but he used both hands.20s He fashioned him like'a vessel
filled to overflowing, filling him generously with his wisdom.206

As Ad-noy had commanded.

also regarding the radiancezo7--- He bestowed some of his radiance on him.20s




G

' N R U Sz A REIE N33
1vep qTiAn amnil (13 Aq7na) MR AR 1ATIOREITI

IR IR 1IRAw urIRT 1711 2?3 R®?1
AniRe? N7 VIR 73217 "1e3d

pwin® "33 onno 1183 nwn T3 e
[.ano73  AOIRY Ny TR AWl

e -

Baba Batra, Daf Ayin Heh, Amud Alef:

In relation to this topic you say, (Numbers 27) “and you shall give from your glory unto
him,” and not all your glory. The elders of that generation said, the face of Moses are
like the face of the sun and the face of Joshua is like the face of the moon. Alas for this
shame, alas for this disgrace.
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Rabbi Mosheh Bergman, on Parshat Pinchas:

In the Gemarah (Baba Batra, Ayin Heh), it is told about the ceremony of the transition of
leadership. All the nation saw Moses and Joshua, and saw their faces. The face of Moses
glowing like the sun, and the face of J oshua glowing in a wonderful light like that of the
moon. Just as the sun reflects its light off of the moon, so Moses reflected his Torah onto

Joshua.

The words of the Gemarah require an explanation. What embarrassed the elders? Why
was the shame specifically that of the elders and not the younger people?

The Chidah (on tractate Avot), brings an interesting idea. When young people see a
mature individua] that has.reached a certain level, they are highly impressed. They are
sure that of course in this person’s youth he was also a special person, Just as he rises
aboVve 3_11 in his olq age. Itis hard for young people to imagine that this special person
Jayed in the COurtyard 1n his youth. Of course, they also have no aspiration to be like
him when they are older, because it seems to them that he was always different and

SpGCial.

But the elders of the generation, that knew him in his youth, know the truth. That he was
porn like a child among all the children, and he worked hard to get to the place that he
reached. He wasnot born different from everyone, but made an effort and worked harder
than his friends. They know also, that if they worked like him, they could all have been

llke him.

1ike this also happened with Moses, all saw the face of Moses like the sun, and Joshua
1ike the moon. The younger ones assumed that this was the way of nature, Moses was
porn IOTE IMpressive than all of them, and Joshua was born less than him. Joshua was
porn IMOTe IMpressive than the rest of the elders, and so the rest of the elders are less than

him.

ut the elders knew the truth, that Moses and Joshua were born as regular babies. The
height they reached was in the merit of incredible effort and hard work in the Torah and
jn fixing their own personality traits. If Joshua has worked as hard as Moses, his face
would also be like the sun, and if they were to work like Joshua, their faces would also be
1ike the moon. Alas for that shame, and for that disgrace.



