Parshat Tazria: Objective Truth vs. Halachic Truth
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Leviticus 13:1-8
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The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: When a person has on the skin of his body

a swelling, a rash or a discoloration, and it develops into a scaly affection on the skin of

his body, he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons, the priests.
The priest shall examine the affection on the skin of his body: if hair in the affected
patch has turned white and the affection appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it
is tzara'at, when the priest sees it, he shall pronounce him unclean. But if it is a white
discoloration on the skin of his body which does not appear to be deeper than the skin
and the hair in it has not turned white, the priest shall isolate the affected person for seven
days. On the seventh day the priest shall examine him, and if the affection has remained
unchanged in color and the disease has not spread on the skin, the priest shall isolate him
for another seven days. On the seventh day the priest shall examine him again: if the
affection has faded and has not spread on the skin, the priest shall pronounce him clean.
It is a rash; he shall wash his clothes and he shall be clean. But if the rash should spread
on the skin after he has presented himself to the priest and been pronounced clean, he
shall present himself again to the priest. And if the priest sees that the rash has spread on
the skin, the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is leprosy.

When a person has a scaly affection, it shall be reported to the priest. If the priest finds
on the skin a white swelling which has turned some hair white, with a patch of
undiscolored flesh in the swelling, it is chronic leprosy on the skin of his body, and the
priest shall pronounce him unclean; he need not isolate him, for he is unclean. If the
eruption spreads out over the skin so that it covers all the skin of the affected person from
head to foot, wherever the priest can see -- if the priest sees that the eruption has covered
the whole body -- he shall pronounce the affected person clean; he is clean, for he has



