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- And now, O Israel, give heed to the laws and rules that 1

am instnicting you to observe, so that you may live to
. enter andoccupy the land that the Lorp, the God of your

fathers, 1§_ giving you.

@

3

5S¢e, I have imparted to you laws and rules, as the
Lorp my God has commanded me, for you to abide by
in the land that you are about to enter and occupy.
80bserve them faithfully, for that will be proof of your
wisdom and discernment to other peoples, who on hear-
ing of all these laws will say, “Surely, that great nation is a

wise and discerning people.”

400bserve
His laws and commandments, which I enjoin upon you
this day, that it may go well with you and your children
after you, and that you may long remain in the land that.
the Lorp your God is assigning to you for all time.

12take heed that you do not forget the Lorp who freed
you from the land of Egypt, the house of bondage.

?Know, therefore, that only the Lorp your God is God,
the steadfast God who keeps His covenant faithfully to
the thousandth genecration” of those who love Him and
keep His commandments, 10but who instantly requites
with destruction those who reject Him——never slow with
those who reject Him, but requiting them instantly.
1'Therefore, observe faithfully the Instruction——the laws
and the rules—with which I charge you today.

23Take care, then, not to forget the covenant that the
Loxrp your God concluded with you, and not to make for
yourselves a sculptured image in any likeness, against
which the Lorp your God has enjoined you. 24For the
Lorp your God is a consuming fire, an impassioned God.
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5You shall love the Lorp your God with all your hearr and '7;:“ -[3317 ‘733 -l»-;‘m N n:-[m 5
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with all your soul and with all your might.




% The love of God is not a separate commandment but an underlying principle of all commandments, The
U/ love itself cannot be the subject of a command.

Samuel David Luzzatto (Shadal)

We are not commanded to impose upon ourselves an extraneous, extra-human sentiment; rather, this love
for God already exists in potential form... within our soul. The mitzvah to love God demands that we

remove all obstacles and impediments that interfere with our free and open expression of that love.

Rabbi Shneur Zalman, Likutei Torah
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You are to obey His words because of your love for him. There is no comparison between one who obeys
out of love and one who obeys out of fear. He who obeys his master out of fear, should the master
overburden him, he will leave him and go away.
Rashi on Deuteronomy 6:5
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When we study and understand His commandments, His teachings, and His acts, we may come closer to
understanding Him and attain joy in Him; this constitutes love of him. In the words of Sifrei: *How is one
to manifest his love for God? The Torah states: ‘And these words which I command you this day shall be
upon your heart’; for through this you will learn and come to know [Him]...

Rambam, Sefer Hamitzvot, Mitzvah 3
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® ... This commandment also embodies the obligation that we should call upon all mankind to serve him
and to have faith in Him...“In the words of Sifrei: ‘And you shall love the Lord you God’ implying you
should make Him beloved by man as Abraham your father did...”
Rambam, Sefer Hamitzvot, Mitzvah 3
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@ ...That the name of heaven should become beloved through you; that a Jew should study the Bible and
Mishna and minister to Torah scholars and be on good terms with his fellow creatures...”
Talmud, Yoma 86a




In Judaism, love towards God is never a mere feeling; it belongs to the sphere of ethical activity.
Leo Baeck, the Essence of Judaism, p 129

Love is an activity, not a passive effect; it is a “standing in,” not a “fall for.”

Erich Fromm;the, Ack oF Lovt "
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What is the right kind of love? The very soul shall be bound by the love of God, ever enraptured by it,
even as is the mind of one who, being lovesick, does not cease to languish after the beloved one...whether
sitting or moving, eating or drinking. ..

Mishneh Torah, Hilchot T’shuva, Chapter 10, Halacha 3
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It is quite clear that the fove of the Holy One Blessed Be He, cannot become grounded in the human heart
until one is completely enraptured by it and forsakes all else”
Mishneh Torah, Hilchot T’shuva, Chapter 10, Halacha 6

What does the love of God consist of? The soul’s complete surrender of its own accord to the
Creator...then it will become comp]etely?reoccupied with His service and have no place for any other
thought, sending forth not even one of the Jimbs of its body on any other service but that drawn to be His
will...

Bahya Hovot Halevavot

We are instructed to articulate that love by embracing God's commandments. Our lifelong challenge is to
internalize a set of beliefs, values and actions which is not self-generated, to take what feels alien and
unnatural to us and make it our own. The words "upon your heart" identify the scene of battle. It is within
the hidden confines of the human heart that our impulses frustrate our ideals.

Ismar Schorsch, Chancellor’s Commentary, July 27, 1 996

Love reframes the questions of value, success, and results. It overcomes the gap between expectations and
outcomes. .. The experience of love has the ability to convince us- in a way which even the words of the
Torah cannot- of its own self-sufficient correctness.

Arnold Eisen, Taking Hold of Torah, p 145
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