Parshat Vayikra:

On Odors and Actions
Erin Leib ¢« DC Beit Midrash ¢ March 22, 2004
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1. Leviticus 1:9

But its entrails and its legs shall he wash in water; and the priest shall burn all on the altar, to be
a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a pleasing odor [reach nichoach] to the Lord.
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2. Rashi ad loc.
Pleasing: [It is] pleasing/appeasing [nachat ruach] to me, as I said it and my will was done.
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3. Genesis 8:20-22

20. And Noah built an altar to the Lord; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean bird,
and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

21. And the Lord smelled the pleasing odor; and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse
the ground any more for man’s sake; for the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth;
nor will I again destroy every living thing, as I have done.

22. While the earth remains, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter,
and day and night shall not cease.
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4. Ibn Ezra on Genesis 8:21
Pleasing: From the language of rest.
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5. Isaiah 1:11-17

11. To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to me? said the Lord; I am full of the
burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bulls, or of
lambs, or of male goats.

12. When you come to appear before me, who has required this at your hand, to trample my
courts?

13. Bring no more vain offerings; incense of abomination they are to me; as for new moons and
sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies, I cannot bear iniquity along with solemn meeting.

14. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hates; they are a trouble to me; [ am
weary of enduring them.

15. And when you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; and, when you make
many prayers, | will not hear; your hands are full of blood.

16. Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; put away the evil of your doings from before my
eyes; cease to do evil;

17. Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the orphan, plead for the
widow.
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6. Samuel I 15:22

22. And Samuel said, Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen better than
the fat of rams.
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7. Midrash Rabbah on Numbers 13:15-16

Mixed with oil: This refers to the Torah that must be mixed with good deeds, as it says in the
Mishna, "Good is the learning of Torah with derech eretz ('the ways of the world' or 'worldly
occupation'), as exertion in both causes sin to be forgotten" (4vot, 2:2). This is true for the
mincha sacrifice, for at that time one appeases [gives nachat ruach to] his Creator [which is to
say,] one immerses oneself in the study of Torah and does good deeds, and guards oneself from
sin.
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8. Leviticus 1:3-4

3. If his offering is a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him offer a male without blemish; he shall
offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of the Tent of Meeting before the Lord.

4. And he shall lay his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it shall be accepted for him
to make atonement for him.

T NN
"12 5X 727 (R Xp*) L20n0n
27 .MM SR N2 XY 1°2m10 5RW "1 Matale) 5RW°
5Xw° M2 oKX (nyaw] own nmon) (GRYHAw©) "2 Cor
1P T ANX OYD CMYPR RIAX VP M0 DY 727 WX MW Momo
X7 D°W1 1Y 10101 0°wI NOTYR mIRnam ook ornar bw hay
D°wI? M7 DRI NWY? 7D XX - 0°WId 712°M0% TIDn.
9. Chagigah 16b
An objection was raised: "Speak to the Israelite people.... And he shall lay [his hand upon the
head of the burnt offering...]" Sons of Israel lay on their hands, but daughters of Israel do not.
Rabbi Yose and Rabbi Ishmael [or Rabbi Shimon] say: The daughters of Israel lay on their hands
optionally. Said Rabbi Yose: Abba Elazar told me: Once we had a calf which was a peace-
sacrifice and we brought it to the women's court and they laid their hands upon it, not because the
laying of the hands has to be done by women, but rather to appease [give nachat ruach to]
women."
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10. Tosafot ad loc

To appease [give nachat ruach to] women: And since the [sacrificial] animal is theirs, this is like the
laying of the hands due to owners ... Rabbeinu Yonah explained that women, also, if they come to do
a time-bound mitzvah and make a blessing upon it, we do not withhold this from them even though
they are exempt, and we do not call this a blessing in vain....
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11. Pirkei Avot 3:11-13

11: Rabbi Chaninah ben Dosa says: Anyone whose fear of sin takes priority over his wisdom, his
wisdom will endure; but anyone whose wisdom takes priority over his fear of sin, his wisdom
will not endure.

12: He used to say: Anyone whose good deeds exceed his wisdom, his wisdom will endure; but
anyone whose wisdom exceeds his good deeds, his wisdom will not endure.

13: He used to say: If the spirit of one's fellows is pleased with him [ruach ha'briot nocha], the
spirit of God is pleased with him [ruach haMakom nocha]; but if the spirit of one's fellows is not
pleased with him, then the spirit of God is not pleased with him.
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